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Twin Bridge and Future Connections 

On Sunday December 7, a rockslide dumped 50,000 
cubic metres of rock into the Seymour River in the 
area of the junction of Bridle Path at Fisherman’s 
Trail. The resulting blockage caused the river to 
flow over the deck of Twin Bridge and flood some 
areas near the river. Trees were swept downstream 
ramming the bridge. Metro Vancouver closed 
access to the bridge.  

To remain in place, the bridge would need to be 7 
metres higher. The previous design allowed for 4-
metre flow underneath and cannot handle the 
increased levels caused by the channel blockage at 
the rockslide. Although some days the water level 
looks fine under the bridge, a recent typical rainfall 
of 40 mm caused the water level to rise one metre.  

Twin Bridge will be permanently removed. This 

major connector has allowed trail users of all 

abilities to navigate between LSCR and lower 

Mount Seymour.   

Reactions have been strong. A resident dog walker 
cried as she looked at the barricades at the bridge. 
She had walked her dog there for 24 years and her 
mother before her. It is not surprising that there is 
an emotional reaction to the loss of the bridge. As 
trail runners, we were hoping that the bridge could 
be replaced (I was ready to start a fundraising 
campaign to help with funds!). Bottle Top will be 
missed by runners and riders; it is one of my all-
time favourites.  

Current situation: 
x There will be more rock fall but it is not 

expected to be as drastic. The slide is stable 
right now according to BGC Engineering. There 
are no plans to remove the rocks. It would 
take 500 dump trucks and removal would be 
very difficult. Blasting is not a viable solution. 
Most of the rocks are below the surface (like 
an iceberg). 

x Twin Bridge will be dismantled and put into 
storage. 

x Mystery Creek and Ridge Runner Trails remain 
open. 

x Fisherman’s from the bridge to Mystery Creek 
Trail will remain closed because this is in the 
flood zone. 

x That sketchy trail from the rifle range down to 
Twin Bridge is now mostly under water. 

x Bottle Top Trail will remain closed from the 
top down to Fisherman’s. 

Future considerations for Metro Vancouver: 
x There may be a need for a new multi-use trail 

in the area.  
x Baden-Powell at Riverside could be improved 

to create switchbacks and remove stairs. This 
would make it more bike-accessible and less 
steep for all. 

x They will let us know when we can help with 
any trail rebuilding. 

x Creating an alternative bridge at another 
location would be a very costly solution, in the 
millions of dollars. This would take at least two 
years to plan. 

x Ongoing meetings. On Dec 19, 2014, along 
with other organized groups, I met with Metro 
Vancouver to talk about the future of Twin 
Bridge and impacts on the surrounding trail 
systems. Other groups included NSMBA, VKC, 
RCABC and Canoe Kayak BC. Our goal will be 
to relay information about the present 
situation and future considerations to our 
members. Reference: Seymour Slide Closures. 

 
Future considerations for Mountain Madness 

races and clinics: 

x The races will go on! 

x We are looking at various route options but 

we are aiming to remain true to the original 

routes and distances as much as possible.  

x We are ready to help with trail rebuilding.  

mailto:info@mountainmadness.ca
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/parks_lscr/lscr/Documents/SeymourSlideClosures.pdf

